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Dates

Mentor Appreciation Banquet
We are asking the adult mentors to
complete a survey as to what type of
Mentor Appreciation banquet they would
like this year. Surveys can be found on the
mentor counter. Please return the
surveys to us prior to 2/19.

February 6
No School

February 8
3rd grade testing
No 9:00, 11:50, 12:30,
1:45 Mentors
February 14
No 1:10 Mentors
February 20
No School
February 23
Monthly Testing
No Mentors

Spotlight
Mentors
Of the
Month

While we were completing our midyear testing, we caught Summer, one
of our high school class mentors,
saying, “I can see a huge improvement
in the kids already and it’s only been
half a year. That’s crazy!”

High
School
Students

Diane Niese

Nancy Rader

We have mentors that have been with our program through
thick and thin. Diane Niese has worked with us for the past 8
years. Nancy Rader has volunteered with our students for the
past 9 years. Both of these ladies stay two periods to mentor
two students each week. It is obvious their students enjoy
working with these ladies by how the students’ faces light up
when they see Diane and Nancy waiting for them.

Our mentor tables can get
crowded pretty quickly with
lesson plans, worksheets,
books, activities, etc. To make
sure you have room on your
table, please put your high
school books on a countertop
or the bookcase tops.

Is Paperwork Done?
If you are on a day 4, please check
that all worksheets are completed
before asking for a game.

Viking Readers Elementary Student of the Month
Dennis Ortiz’s mentors have consistently
written comments as to how hard he
works on his lessons. He has a great
attitude and works well with his mentors.
Dennis started out very shy with his
mentors. His mentors made him feel
comfortable with kind words and caring
hearts and now he smiles, laughs and
enjoys his special time with them.

Student Mentor of the Month

Remember to only take 1 piece of candy/treat
per day. Please do not eat anything in front of
your student. Unfortunately our treat supply is
dwindling too quickly each week. We use this to
reward our elementary students when they
work hard, so we want to make sure we have
enough for everyone. We appreciate you
helping a younger student!

Tiffany Koenig
Tiffany has mentored all 3
years of high school and has
been enrolled in the Viking
Reader Class for the past 2
years. She mentors 2-3 times
each day! Tiffany always
organizes our game table each
week. Even when she knows
she won’t be in on Friday, she
does her extra job another day
to make sure it gets done.
Tiffany also makes copies for
our packets. She helps in
front and behind the scenes of
our program.

Tiffany’s journal entry:
We would like to welcome Craig Wykoff to
our mentoring team. Craig is part of a
husband and wife mentoring team. When
Bonnie, his wife, wasn’t able to mentor
due to a schedule change, Craig
graciously took Bonnie’s opening. Craig
comes from a homeschooling family and
quickly picks up our lesson plans.

Next issue…



“Remind Me” Texting Program
Mentor Appreciation Banquet

My favorite baseball player, Detroit Tigers’ first
baseman Miguel Cabrera, once said, “Our kids are the
future. Let’s make it as bright as possible.” I believe
that this program does just that. Here at Viking
Readers, we are helping the future by allowing our
students to understand how to read. Even if their
struggles may be little like learning how to read, we
are trying to make the future brighter. We don’t know
if they will become an airplane pilot, a President, or
even the star player for the Detroit Tigers!  Then one
day, I would say, “I remember them. I mentored them
in high school.”

